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TIMEX COMPUTER CORPORATION ENHANCES 
ITS TIMEX SINCLAIR 2000 SERIES COLOR PERSONAL COMPUTERS 


--Suggested Retail Price Remains Under $200-- 


MIDDLEBURY, Conn., May 17 -- Timex Computer Corporation said today that 
it has enhanced its Timex Sinclair 2000 series color personal computers by expanding 
the memory capacity,increasing the number of characters that can be displayed on a 
monitor and adding a "soft-touch" key-word data entry capability, while keeping the 
suggested retail price under $200. 

The TS2000 series, which will be available to retailers in August, represents 
"a second generation of personal computers," said Daniel D. Ross, Vice President of 
Timex Computer Corporation. 

"We have given the TS2000 series a unique key-word entry that allows a faster 
entry than many other machines on the market today. The TS2000 series also has a 
bank switching capability that is new to the personal computer industry. 

"Bank switching," Mr. Ross explained, "is an enormous advancement in personal 
computer capability, enabling the TS2000 machines to theoretically work with 256 x 64K 
memory capacity. This means the Timex 2000 is capable of word processing and other 
productivity work. In fact, another enhancement enables the machine to be used with 
a monitor in addition to color and black-and-white television sets. The monitor permits 


the screen to hold 64 characters across X 24 characters down. 
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The introduction of the Timex Sinclair 2000 series gives the computer company 
a family of machines ranging in price from $49.95 for the 2K TS1000 -- primarily a 
computer literacy machine -— to $79.95 for the 16K 1TS1500, also announced today, 
to $199.95 for the most powerful TS2000. In addition, the company has more than 
100 software packages for both the TS1000 and the 1TS1500, a thermal printer that 
can be used on all of its machines, a 16K RAM Pack for use with the TS1000 and 
TS1500 and a communications interface device (modem) which will be available 
during the third quarter and will be compatible with all Timex Sinclair computers. 

The Timex Sinclair 2000 series machines feature high resolution color graphics, 
fully-programmable sound, movable "soft touch" full-travel keyboard and solid state 
Timex cartridge software. 

The Timex Sinclair 2000 series includes two personal computers, one priced at 
$199.95, which has 72K of on-board memory, and one priced at $149.95, which has 
40K of on-board memory. "We believe that no other personal computer on the market 
offers anywhere Jat the price /value advantages of these second generation Timex 
machines," said Mr. Ross. 

He said that after the TS2000 series was announced in January, Timex decided 
to enhance the machine before it reached store shelves, based in part on conversations 
with retailers and consumers who described what they believe consumers want. 

Software for. the TS2000 series will be plentiful, according to Timex. More than 
40 pieces of software will be available for the TS2000 series in August, with more to be 
introduced later. Cassettes will range in price from $9.95 to $19.95, and cartridges 


will be priced from $12.95 to $29.95. 
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High Resolution Graphics With Range of Colors 

The TS2000 series features a range of eight colors and allows separate control 
for foreground, background and border areas, as well as a flash command and a 
brightness control. 

The computer has a display area of 24 lines with up to 64 characters each. High 
resolution graphics capability is provided by 256 dots horizontally and 192 dots vertically 
-- all individually addressable by the user. Video display is achieved by convenient 
monitor capability through most color television receivers. 

A built-in real time clock is also standard with the TS2000, enabling users to 
coordinate the computer with household applicances and running time programs. 

Timex Cartridges 

Immediate loading and storage of software programs is possible through the use of 

mini-cartridges designed for use with the Timex Sinclair 2000 personal computers. 

These software packages plug directly into the computer and are small enough to 

fit in-the palm of the hand. Also, the TS2000 machines allow users to store programs 
which can be loaded and saved with most home cassette 


on home cassettes, 


recorders. 


Cassette programs developed for the ZX Spectrum personal computer, which Timex 


manufactures for the British-based Sinclair Research Ltd., will be compatible with the 


TS2000 series. ZX Spectrum is available only outside the U.S. 
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Initially, software cartridges available for the 1S2000 series will offer 
users convenient applications from business and personal financial management to 
education and entertainment. Timex will continue to develop additional programs. 

Optional Printer _and Modem 

The TS2000 Sais hardware is fully compatible with the Timex Sinclair 2040 
Thermal Printer, which allows graphics and text printing capability in two modes: 
full screen printing and single-key copy command; and program ontcoedatee nein 
allowing the user custom control of the printing format. The TS2040, which is 
also compatible with the TS1500 and TS1000 personal computers, is available at a 
suggested retail price of $99.95. 

In addition, Timex will introduce a communications interface device, or modem, 
which will allow users to plug Timex computers into standard telephone equipment for 
direct access to computer data banks and telecommunications services. Timex also 
plans to introduce special programs which will allow users to develop home shopping 
and banking capabilities through the use of the modem. The Timex communications 
interface device is planned for the third quarter. 

"Timex computer hardware, software and peripherals offer retailers excellent 
profit potential in addition to providing outstanding price/performance value for the 


consumer. And our strong national advertising campaign, as well as complete merchandisin¢ 
W 


promotion and public relations program, help build in-store traffic and sales," said 


Mr. Ross. 
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Fully Programmable Sound Capability 
The TS2000 series has fully programmable sound capability provided by a built- 
in loudspeaker with a range of 10 octaves and 130 semi-tones. A BEEP command 
capability permits the user to set variable pitch and duration of sound, making it 
possible to compose music with the TS2000 computer. In addition, the TS2000 can be 
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programmed to note each keyboard stroke. 
Color Graphics Display 

The TS2000 series features a multi-function keyboard with movable typewriter-— 
format keys, and a repeat feature on all 40 keys. It has upper and lower case letters, 
16 built-in graphics characters and an additional 21 graphics characters which can be 
programmed by the user. 

The programming language of the TS 2000 series in Sinclair extended BASIC 
(Beginners All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code), one of the easiest computer languages 
to learn. It features "soft touch" key-word entry commands, each key performing up to 
six possible functions and an exclusive syntax check-and-report code, which permits the 
user to identify and correct mistakes instantly, greatly simplifying procedures and 
increasing the amount of accessible memory. 

Each TS$2000 series computer comes complete with all power, TV and cassette 
recorder connections, as well as a comprehensive, step-by-step instructional manual. 
The manual also features an introductory course in BASIC programming as well as an 
advanced programming guide for developing custom applications, written for the more 
experienced computer user. All Timex computing products have a 90-day limited 
warranty and trained sales and service staff support. In addition, a special toll- 


free telephone number (1-800-TIMEX) has been set-up to handle consumer inquiries. 


